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he could have continued without interruption for eternity in inflamed acts
of adoration, compunction, love, or praise.    His patience under the
sharpest pains of sicknesses or ulcers and all manner of trials was admirable,
but his humility was yet more astonishing.   His conversation was meek,
humble, and simple.   He concealed as much as possible from the sight
and knowledge of all men whatever might procure their esteem, and he
was even unwilling anyone should see or speak with him.   Yet this he
saw himself obliged to allow on certain days every week to such as came
with the leave of the Prior of Durham, under whose care and obedience
he lived.   A monk of that house was his confessor, said mass for him,
and administered him the sacraments in a chapel adjoining to his cell
which the holy man had built in honour of St John Baptist.   He was
most averse from all pride and vanity, and never spoke of himself but as
of the most sinful of creatures, a counterfeit hermit, an empty phantom
of a religious man; lazy, slothful, proud, and imperious, abusing the
charity of good people who assisted him with their alms.   But the more
the saint humbled himself the more did God exalt him by his grace and
by wonderful miraculous gifts.    For several years before his death he
was confined to his bed by sickness and old age.   William of Newbridge,
who visited him during that time, tells us that though his body appeared
in a manner dead, his tongue was ever repeating the sacred names of the
three divine Persons, and in his countenance there appeared a wonderful
dignity accompanied with an unusual grace and sweetness.    Having
remained in this desert sixty-three years, he was seized with his last illness
and happily departed to his Lord on the list of May 1170, in the reign
of Henry II.   His body was buried in the chapel of St John Baptist.
Many miracles confirmed the opinion of his sanctity, and a little chapel
was built in his memory by Richard, brother to Hugh Pidsey, Bishop
of Durham.   See William of Newbridge, lib. ii. c. 20;  Matthew Paris,
Matthew of Westminster, his life wrote by Nicholas of Durham his con-
fessarius, and abridged by Harpsfield, Ssec. 12, c. 45.   See also the English
Calendars and those of the Benedictins, especially Menard's and Edw.
Maihew.   Likewise Henschenius, t v. Maij, p. 68.

The following feasts are celebrated on May 21:

ST FELIX OF CANTALICIO. Of poor parentage, he was, from his infancy, called " the saint";
he habituated himself to holy meditation as he laboured, and was favoured by God with extra-
ordinary raptures: ST GODRICK, hermit: ST HOSPITIUS, commonly called Sospis, a recluse in
Provence. He lived on bread and dates only, in an old tower, girded with an iron chain, and was
gifted with prophecy and miracles.